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Often the most difficult sections of exam questions are 
when the students are expected to write longer written 
answers. Why?

- They do not understand what is expected of them.
- They find structuring long answers difficult.
- Writing a lot can be overwhelming!

In this session we will explore:
1. What command words are and what they mean 
2. How understanding command words help understand mark 

schemes
3. What effective revision might look like



The words (or phrases) that set out the expectation of the 
question. They all demand slightly different skills and will 
expect varying quantities of written work.
Can we order them in terms of demand?
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Least demanding? Most demanding?



A question might not explicitly have a command word but 
will expect students to do a combination of those skills in 
their written work. Students can use their knowledge of 
command words to help them interpret mark schemes. 







Revision is a not just about learning information; it is also 
about practicing how to use your skills. 

Step 3:

Know what a good answer is

Step 2:

Know what you’ll be asked to do

Step 1:

Know your stuff



For all ‘long answer’ questions, the examiner is looking for a 
certain structure which is coherent and organised.

Things to consider:
• How many paragraphs/points are expected
• How the paragraphs should be structured
• Whether a conclusion/judgement is needed
• The sentence starters/stems that can help



How do I structure a 12 
mark ‘Explain why…’ 
question for history

• Write 3 paragraphs

• Use the PEE style

• Remember to use the language of 
the question in your answer

• No conclusion needed



Sentence starters for:

12 mark ‘Explain why…’

Point:
• One reason is…

Evidence:
• For example…
• Also…

Explanation:
• This meant that…
• Therefore…



In this session we have explored:
1. What command words are and what they mean 
2. How understanding command words help understand mark 

schemes
3. What effective revision might look like

Step 3:

Know what a good answer is

Step 2:

Know what you’ll be asked to do

Step 1:

Know your stuff


