
Reopening our schools 

I am sure that almost all of you have been following the news with great interest and have been keen to know 

what will be happening in schools as some of the lockdown restrictions have been lifted. The picture is changing 

rapidly, and we are adapting our plans to reflect the expectations set out by the government. Last weekend the 

Prime Minister announced the broad picture, and over the last few days we have been provided with further 

advice from the government, as well as advice and opinion from a number of other quarters, including the Local 

Authority and professional associations. 

The specific advice about the provision in secondary schools is that we are ‘to offer some face-to-face support to 

supplement the remote education of Year 10 and Year 12 students who are due to take key exams next year, 

alongside the full time provision they are offering to priority groups.’ 

This is the advice that we are currently working towards, but the picture is changing rapidly and we know there will 

be more detail which may lead to a shift in direction from the government. However, it is our responsibility to plan 

as carefully as we can, given current information, even if we recognise that the plan will change. 

One thing that does seem clear is that it is unlikely that Year 7, 8 and 9 students will be returning to school this 

term, certainly not to access regular lessons. We will therefore, continue to provide support for remote and online 

learning, and appreciate the efforts that so many parents and students have made with this. We will also continue 

to offer the supervision for the specific groups of students identified by the government, including the children of 

key workers 

Our task is to balance two competing pressures. On the one hand, we are desperate to ensure that our students 

maintain their progress. We will not lose sight of the importance of your children’s education and will continue to 

do everything we can to support remote learning. However, we know that in an ideal situation, students would be 

in their classroom, working with their teacher and that we want to get back to this situation as soon as we can. 

We have to balance this against the fact that we are in extraordinary times, and this brings responsibilities towards 

our students, our staff and the wider community, including friends and family members of students and staff. We 

know the overwhelming importance of keeping our schools safe – this means making sure that whatever plans we 

put in place must meet this safe threshold. We have been looking in detail at the layout of schools, making sure 

we can adapt the curriculum and timetable to reduce risk, ensuring that we have sufficient equipment and 

resources, making sure our school stay clean and, and so on. Before opening, we are carrying out detailed risk 

assessments and are happy to share the key outcomes with parents. 

As a Trust, we believe that the people best placed to make the detailed decisions about school opening are the 

leadership teams and staff at each school – they are the people who know the students best, understand the 

challenges of the school site, and can adapt and refine plans to meet the objectives described above. As a Trust, 

we know that the decisions taken by school leaders and governors are based on our strong shared values, and 

we will provide whatever support we can. As a result, the model across our schools will not be identical, but will be 

aimed at meeting the same objectives in the context of each school. I know that Mrs Mellors, Mrs Gale and their 

respective teams have been in regular contact with parents, and we will continue to keep you informed - please 

keep checking for updates. 

Finally, I realise that it’s possible to feel overwhelmed with information. However, the DfE document below may 

provide a useful summary of the current advice and guidance 
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Home Art 

We’re very impressed with Year 10 Art students at Alderman White who have been working hard at home to complete 

coursework tasks independently.  These are just some of the fantastic 'kitchen life' drawings submitted this week.   

Well done everyone on staying focussed in such challenging times! 

Mrs G Friend 

Year 9 Poetry 

Year 9 at Bramcote College have been studying unseen poems at home and they have been responding to a variety of poetry.  

They were asked to write a dramatic monologue and we were particularly impressed by Sophie's, which was inspired by 

the  weekly 'clap for carers'  for our fantastic NHS and key workers. Its simple, strong message is clear and welcome in times 

like these.  

Well done Sophie. 

Bramcote College English Team 

 

We Are Who We Are 

We care for the sick and the hurting. We save lives every day, but what can they say? 

You clap for us. You cheer for us. We thank you. 

Yes, we know it’s difficult. It is for us too.  

We miss our families. 

We miss our freedom. 

But to keep this world alive, we need to take care of each other.  

We must survive. 

We are far away but now we are closer than ever.  

 

We are the nurses. We will stick together. We will be back. 

By Sophie, Year 9 



‘Climbing Snowdon’ for Hope Foodbank 

Gabriel Cross in Year 7 at Alderman White School climbed the equivalent of Mount Snowdon on Saturday 2nd May, aiming to 

raise £500 for Hope Foodbank. 

Thanks to everyone who supported Gabriel!  He successfully climbed up stairs 297 times and has managed to raise over 

£1300 via his Just Giving page:  https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/gabriel-cross-1 

Well done Gabriel! 

Lizzy Gilliland 

Collecting for local Foodbanks - Stapleford Community Group 

There are two longstanding foodbanks in Stapleford who for many years have been helping local people.  

Haven Church - Wadsworth Rd, NG9 8BD, 0115 824 0287 

Montrose Court Church - 4 Montrose Court, NG9 8LJ 

Stapleford Community Group are collecting for Food Banks which in turn helps many people.    If you are able to make any 

donations towards this then there is a list below of what is needed.  Thanks to those who have donated already.   

 

Donations are desperately needed of the following items: 

Richard MacRae, Stapleford Community Group   

Milk (UHT or powdered) 

Sugar (500g) 

Fruit juice (cartons) 

Soup  

Pasta sauces 

Sponge puddings (tinned) 

Tomatoes (tinned) 

Cereals 

Rice pudding (tinned) 

Tea Bags/instant coffee 

Instant mash potato 

Rice/pasta 

Tinned meat/Fish 

Tinned fruit 

Jam 

Biscuits or snack bars 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 

Soap 

Deodorant 

Nappies 

Baby food 

Sanitary Products 
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Vacancies 

We currently have the following vacancies across the Trust: 

 

Teacher of Business 

Based at Bramcote College 

Closing date for applications: 10am, Wednesday 20th May 

We are looking for an outstanding Business specialist who is able to teach all abilities within the 11-18 age 

range. An ability to teach Computer Science to KS3 is preferable. 

 

Teacher of English/Photography 

Based at Alderman White School 

Closing date for applications: 10am, Wednesday 20th May 

We are looking for an outstanding English specialist who is able to teach both English and Photography to all 

abilities within the 11-18 age range.  

 

See whptrust.org/vacancies for more information and for details on how to apply. 
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